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Infection Preventionist 
Lunch and Learn

November 14, 2023

Ashley O’Keefe, MLS(ASCP)CM, CIC, CDIPC

Nikki Mueller, MLS(ASCP)CM, MBA, CIC
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Series 
Objectives

• Encourage learning, 
growth, and 
networking

• Provide non-regulatory 
education and 
information

•Discuss topics relevant 
to new infection 
preventionists (IPs)
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Construction in Health Care Facilities

• Carries risk

• Can affect air and water

• Requires risk assessment 
and mitigation
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Download and 
Follow Along

5American Society for Health Care Engineering (ASHE)

https://www.ashe.org/icra2?page=3
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Assessing Risk Groups
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Low risk
Medium 

risk
High 
risk

Highest 
risk
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Low Risk

Non-patient care areas not on clinical 
units such as:

• Waiting areas

• Kitchen or cafeteria

• Sterile processing (dirty side)
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Low risk
• Waiting areas
• Clinical engineering
• Materials management
• Sterile processing department (dirty side)
• Kitchen, cafeteria, shop, coffee shop, food kiosks
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Medium Risk

Patient care support areas such as:

• Gathering areas

• Environmental services closets

• Mechanical rooms
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Medium risk
• Public hallways and gathering areas
• Office areas
• Breakrooms
• Bathrooms or locker rooms
• Mechanical rooms
• Environmental services closets
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High Risk

Patient care support areas such as:

• Patient care rooms and areas

• Medication rooms

• Clean utility rooms
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High risk
• Patient care rooms and areas
• All acute care units
• Emergency department
• Employee health
• Pharmacy
• Medication rooms
• Clean utility rooms
• Diagnostic imaging suites
• Laboratory
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Highest Risk

Procedural, invasive, sterile support, and 

highly compromised patient care areas 

such as:

• Sterile processing (clean side)

• Transfusion services

• Dedicated isolation wards
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Highest risk
• All transplant and intensive care units
• All oncology unites
• Operating theaters
• Procedural suites
• Pharmacy compounding
• Sterile processing (clean side)
• Transfusion services
• Dedicated isolation wards
• Invasive imaging suites
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Patient Risk 

Group

Project Type

Type A Type B Type C Type D

Low I II II III*

Medium I II III* IV

High I III IV V

Highest III IV V V

*May require additional precautions based on specific risk 
group or project type.
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Scenario
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A resident (or patient) 
has three stained ceiling 
tiles in their room.
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Resources

• Infection Control Risk Assessment (ICRA) 
classes

• Association for Professionals in Infection 
Control and Epidemiology 
(APIC) Infection Prevention Manual for 
Construction and Renovation

• Statewide Program for Infection Control & 
Epidemiology (SPICE) presentation
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Resources
• https://constructionicra.org/home/training/#wiclass
• https://apic.org/Resource_/store/books/preview/SLS9808_Preview.pdf
• https://spice.unc.edu/resources/infection-control-in-construction-and-renovation-

2021/
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Submit your ideas to Ashley O’Keefe at ashley.okeefe@dhs.wisconsin.gov.

Send your questions and topic 
suggestions.

Please submit your ideas to Ashley O’Keefe at ashley.okeefe@dhs.wisconsin.gov.
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IP Starter Kit
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IP Starter Kit: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02992.pdf
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HAI Prevention Program Contact 
Information

Email: dhswihaipreventionprogram@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Phone: 608-267-7711

Website: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/contacts.htm

Email: dhswihaipreventionprogram@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Phone: 608-267-7711
Website: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/contacts.htm
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Upcoming Lunch and 
Learn Session

Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023

Topic: Animals in Health Care Settings
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