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Series 
Objectives

• Encourage learning, growth, 
and networking

• Provide non-regulatory 
education and information

• Discuss topics relevant to 
new infection preventionists 
(IPs)  
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Communicable Disease Reporting
Anna Kocharian, MS (AA-nah Koh-chaar-YAHN) (pronouns: she/her/hers) 
Epidemiologist, Communicable Diseases Epidemiology Section
Bureau of Communicable Diseases, Division of Public Health
Wisconsin Department of Health Services   

https://www.mypronouns.org/


Overview

• Communicable disease 
reporting process

• Category I, II, and III disease 
reporting

• Submitting case reports via 
the Wisconsin Electronic 
Disease Surveillance System 
(WEDSS)

• Reporting resources
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www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm 

Notifiable Disease Reporting

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm


Category I

Category I, II, or III

Typical Communicable Disease Reporting Sequence

Electronic lab 
report

Web report 
and/or electronic 
case report (eCR)

State, local, 
and Tribal 
health 
department 
(LTHD)



www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm 

Notifiable Disease Reporting

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm


Notifiable Disease Reporting

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm


Notifiable Disease Reporting: Category I

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm


www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm 

Notifiable Disease Reporting: Category II

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm


www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm 

Notifiable Disease Reporting: Category III

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm


Poll Question
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Which of these conditions are not reportable in Wisconsin?
 Influenza-associated hospitalization

 Influenza-associated pediatric mortality

 Influenza A case (outpatient)

 Novel influenza (e.g., suspected or confirmed H5N1, variant/H3N2v)

 Influenza outbreak (at a long-term care facility, other congregate 
living facility, school, etc.)

 All of the above 

 None of the above
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/reporting.htm


Case Reporting and Investigation 
Protocols (EpiNet)

• Developed by DHS program staff for health partners
• Provide standardized guidance for disease reporting, 

investigation, and response
• Modeled after national surveillance case definitions 

and position statements
• Sometimes referred to as an “EpiNet”
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https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/


Case Reporting and Investigation 
Protocols (EpiNet): Example

15
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01895.pdf 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01895.pdf


• DHS Disease Reporting 
webpage

• Each disease-specific 
webpage (typically in 
sections titled Reporting 
and Surveillance or 
Provider Resources)

Where do you find 
an EpiNet?



What information is contained in an 
EpiNet?
Each EpiNet contains the following sections:
• Identification and Definition of Cases 
• Reporting Criteria
• Case Investigation
• Public Health Interventions and Prevention Measures
• Contacts for Consultation
• Related References
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Case Reporting and Investigation 
Protocols (EpiNet): Example
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www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01735.pdf



Submitting Provider Web Reports
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ct.wedss.wisconsin.gov/WEDSS/pages/login/login.aspx

https://ct.wedss.wisconsin.gov/WEDSS/pages/login/login.aspx


New to
WEDSS?
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www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wedss/index.htm 

Contact WEDSS team: 
DHSWEDSS@wisconsin.gov 

• Secure electronic 
reporting of lab 
and clinical 
information to  
LTHD and DHS

• Case investigation 
and management

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wedss/index.htm
mailto:DHSWEDSS@wi.gov


Demographic 
Information
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• Address and phone 
number are not 
highlighted but are 
also required. 

• Address determines 
patient’s public health 
jurisdiction for LTHD 
follow-up. 



Required Information: Content of Report
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/145/i/04/2 

See: Wis. Admin Code. § DHS 145.04 2(a) and (3)(a) 

Report “shall include… the diagnosed or suspected disease, the 
name of the ill or affected individual, … address and 
telephone number, age or date of birth, race and ethnicity, 
sex, county of residence, date of onset of the disease…”

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/145/i/04/2
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/145/i/04/1


Required Information: Content of Report

23
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/145/i/04/2 

See: Wis. Admin Code. § DHS 145.04 2(a) and (3)(a) 

“… and other facts the department or local health officer 
requires for the purposes of surveillance, control and prevention 
of communicable disease.”

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/145/i/04/2
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/145/i/04/1


Admission, 
Outcome 
Information 
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• Inpatient status 
and admission 
date

• Symptom onset, 
diagnosis date

• Outcome
• Key clinical notes



Disease-Specific 
Tab and Reporting 
Instructions
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• May contain special 
instructions for reporting 
at top of disease-specific 
tab

• Direct link to EpiNet
• Contains Submit button at 

bottom of the tab



Laboratory 
Results
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• Does your health 
system or clinic 
already have 
electronic 
laboratory reporting 
(ELR)?

• If no, please 
complete required 
(pink) fields. 



Saved Web 
Report
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Submitted 
Web Report
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Need to add more 
information to a 
previously submitted 
incident? 

Select patient and 
create new incident.



WEDSS SharePoint Site: Resources
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share.health.wisconsin.gov/ph/wedss/default.aspx

• Wisconsin Logon 
Management System 
(WILMS) account 
required to access 
WEDSS and these 
documents

• Contact WEDSS team at 
DHSWEDSS@wi.gov to 
request instructions for 
WILMS account set-up

https://share.health.wisconsin.gov/ph/wedss/default.aspx
mailto:DHSWEDSS@wi.gov


WEDSS SharePoint Site: Resources

30
share.health.wisconsin.gov/ph/wedss/default.aspx

https://share.health.wisconsin.gov/ph/wedss/default.aspx


WEDSS Provider Training Document
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share.health.wisconsin.gov/ph/wedss/Documents/Provider Training (PDF).pdf

Example: Searching for Patient’s Electronic Lab Report (page 5)

https://share.health.wisconsin.gov/ph/wedss/Documents/Provider%20Training%20(PDF).pdf


Some Uses of Public Health Surveillance
Detect outbreaks and epidemics

Assess effectiveness of control measures 

Characterize trends in disease transmission

Monitor changes in infectious agents 

Develop and study hypotheses 

Estimate magnitude and scope of health problems 

Identify cases and contacts for public health action 



COVID-19, Influenza, and RSV-
Associated Hospitalizations

Data dashboards now available at: 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm 

Data source: Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System (WEDSS)
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wedss/index.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wedss/index.htm


www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm


www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm


www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-hospitalizations.htm


How to Find DHS Respiratory Illness Data
Google “WI Respiratory Illness Data” to find 
the DHS Respiratory Illness Data Snapshot 
webpage and related data pages.
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Thank you!

Questions? 
anna.kocharian@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
608.267.9004

DHSDPHBCD@dhs.wisconsin.gov
608.267.9003

mailto:anna.kocharian@dhs.wisconsin.gov
mailto:DHSDPHBCD@dhs.wisconsin.gov
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/


39

Submit your ideas to Ashley O’Keefe at ashley.okeefe@dhs.wisconsin.gov. 

Send your questions and topic 
suggestions.

mailto:Ashley.okeefe@dhs.Wisconsin.gov


IP Starter Kit
• Interactive, web-based 

resource
• Background information, 

resources, and templates 
• Covers topics applicable 

to IPs across care settings
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/starter-kit-getting-started.htm


HAI Prevention Program Contact 
Information

Email: dhswihaipreventionprogram@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Phone: 608-267-7711

Website: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/contacts.htm 

mailto:dhswihaipreventionprogram@dhs.wisconsin.gov
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hai/contacts.htm


Upcoming Lunch and 
Learn Session

Date: Tuesday, April 8

Topic: Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) and 
Expedited Partner Therapy (EPT)
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