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Agenda

• State of stroke in Wisconsin
• Coverdell stroke program overview
• Coverdell stroke program updates
• May stroke awareness month
• Questions
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State of Stroke
in Wisconsin
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Types of Stroke
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Ischemic
Stroke

Transient Ischemic 
Attack (TIA)

Hemorrhagic
Stroke



Stroke Statistics

• Nearly 800,000 strokes per year in the U.S.
• Cause 137,000 deaths annually
• Rank as fifth leading cause of death in the United States

• Roughly 77% are first strokes
• Approximately 28% of people experience another 
stroke within five years
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Wisconsin Stroke Statistics

Wisconsin rankings
• Stroke claimed 2,500 lives in 

2023.
• Reported as the fifth leading 

cause of death in Wisconsin.
• In 2022, Stroke mortality rate 

was 35.3 per 100,000. 
• Wisconsin ranks 31 among all 

states in stroke mortality.
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Risk Factors
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Risk Factor 2013–
2014

2023 Change

High cholesterol 36% 35% 1 ↓
Binge drinking 22% 18% 4 ↓
Tobacco use 17% 12% 5 ↓
High blood pressure 32 33 1 ↑
Obesity 31 36 5 ↑
Physical inactivity 21 27 6 ↑
Diabetes (type 1 or 2) 9 12 3 ↑



Risk Factor Rick
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Disparities in Stroke

• Racial disparities: African American adults are 50% 
more likely to have a stroke compared to white adults.

• Urban versus rural: Stroke mortality rates are higher 
among rural patients (18.6%) compared to urban 
(16.9%).

• Gender: Lifetime risk of stroke is higher among women
(20–21%) than men (14–17%).
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BE FAST Bella
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Coverdell Stroke Program 
Overview
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• Increase public awareness and 
recognition of stroke symptoms 
and the importance of calling 
911 

• Link and monitor data across 
transitions of care

• Improve care coordination 
throughout the care continuum

Short-Term Goals
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• Decrease the burden of stroke 
in Wisconsin

• Reduce mortality
• Improve outcomes for stroke 

survivors
• Decrease incidence of 

subsequent strokes

Long-Term Goals
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Stroke Care Continuum
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Coverdell Stroke Program 
Updates
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Wisconsin Coverdell Partnerships

• Wisconsin Stroke Coalition 
(WSC)

• Statewide Partnerships:
• Community-based 

organizations
• EMS (Emergency Medical 

Services)
• Hospitals

• Learning Collaboratives
16



Community Partner Updates

• Membership includes 17 partners
• Bi-annual meeting scheduled for 
August

• Success story–Community stroke 
education for the Hispanic and 
Latino community
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EMS Updates

• Participation includes 29 agencies
• Report cards
• Quarterly EMS meetings
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Hospitals Update

• Participation of 69 hospital partners
• Report cards
• Quarterly meetings
• Success story–Aurora System: 
Developing a Door-In-Door-Out 
Process for Thrombectomy Eligible 
Patients

• Submitted two abstracts for 
consideration 19



Learning Collaboratives (LC)

• Rural LC update
• Southeast update
• Northeast update
• South Central update
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Learning Collaboratives (LC)

• Rural LC update
• Southeast update
• Northeast update
• South Central update
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Learning Collaboratives (LC)

• Rural LC update
• Southeast update
• Northeast update
• South Central update
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Stroke Awareness 
Month
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Coverdell Stroke Month Plans
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• Chronic Disease 
Prevention Program 
(CDPP) landing page

• Coverdell stroke landing 
page

• Social media and social 
media boosts

• Billboard



Community Stroke Education Page
• Posters
• Wallet cards
• Coloring and activity sheets
• Social media toolkit
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Stroke Awareness Resources



Translated Resources
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• English
• Hmong
• Somali
• Spanish
• Russian



Social Media Toolkit
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Questions?

Contact
dhscoverdellstroke@dhs.wisconsin.gov

mailto:dhscoverdellstroke@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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