What to know when talking to someone about guardianship
· Examining Physicians Report 
· Must be completed by a licensed physician or psychologist- cannot be completed by a nurse practitioner. We need to have the original copy of the report before any petitions are started.
· Statement of Acts
· This is a mini background check
· This must be completed in full, signed in front of a notary and then notarized
· The original notarized copy must be returned no more than 10 days before the hearing.
· This gets completed for any proposed guardian, including standby
· Standby guardian
· It must be noted that it’s not required to have a standby guardian, but the County recommends it in the event the guardian couldn’t fulfill their duties for any reason
· What do we need from families to complete petitions?
· Ward’s date of birth
· Ward’s middle name
· Name, address and phone of any interested parties ( includes ward, spouse, parent, adult child, sibling, Family Care agency, current placement or mental health provider)
· Ward’s amount/type of income
· Are they working with another County agency like ADRC or HSD?
· What do we give families?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Guardianship handbook “Understanding Guardianships: A Handbook for Guardians”
· Form GN-3440, Guardianship of Conservator Inventory. This is required to be completed by the guardian of estate within 60 days of being appointed by the Court, and must be returned to Probate.
· Guardian of the Estate (Incompetent) Duties and Responsibilities
· Explains bond, guardianship inventory, guardian checking account, resident account and other financial transactions
· Guardian of the Person (Incompetent) Duties and Responsibilities
· Explains what a guardian of person needs to for their ward
· Explain that the annual reporting forms for both guardian of person and estate are mailed out in January and are due on April 15th of each year to Probate.
· What happens after we receive a completed Examining Physicians Report?
· Petitions will be completed and sent to the County’s Attorney office for review
· Once approved, a Court hearing will be set to address the need for guardianship- approx. 6 to 8 weeks after they are approved. Hearings are always held on Tuesday mornings
· The ward will need to be served in person no more than 10 days before the hearing with:
· Notice of Hearing
· Copies of all petitions
· Examining Physicians Report
· If there’s a petition for protective placement, an Interdisciplinary report (M-Team) must be completed 7 days prior to the hearing
· The ward will be appointed a guardian ad litem as an attorney to represent the ward’s best interest. 
· In some situations adversary counsel will be appointed to represent the ward 
· The ward has the right to be present at any and all hearings
· The Hearing
· Testimony may be needed to determine if the ward needs a guardian and what rights should be removed or retained
· The Judge will make a ruling on the need for guardianship, or set additional hearing dates if the ward contests guardianship and/or protective placement
· If a guardian of estate is appointed, a signature bond from the guardian is needed
· $500, and is put in place to protect the ward in the event that the guardian is not able to fulfill their role and is removed from their position due to exploitation/abuse of power or abuse of the ward

	





	
