
 
 
CH 3: MDS Items [S]  - STATE DEFINED SECTION 
 
 
 MINIMUM DATA SET (MDS) -- VERSION 2.0 
 FOR NURSING HOME RESIDENT ASSESSMENT AND CARE SCREENING 
 
 WISCONSIN ONLY ITEMS - SECTION S 
 
 Definitions 
 
(1) Residence Prior to Admission:  The place in which the resident actually lived is defined as the last 
permanent non-nursing home residence.  This is not necessarily the same as mailing, voting or legal 
residence.  Do not enter a temporary residence, such as one used during a vacation, visit, hospitalization, 
or business trip. 
 

(a) State:  Write the two-letter postal code initials for the state.  If not USA, write ZZ. 
 

(b) County:  If WI, write full name of county. 
 
(2) Location of Spouse:  The primary (i.e., usual and customary)  residence of the spouse.  Do not code a 
temporary residence, such as one used during an extended vacation, hospitalization or temporary stay 
with a family member. 
 
If the resident has a spouse, code the spouse's residence as one of the following: 

1. In a nursing home (same or other) 
2. In a dwelling the resident and/or spouse owns (i.e., homestead property) 
3. Other/unknown living arrangement 

 
If the resident is not married (i.e., never married, widowed, separated, divorced), code the following: 

4. All other. 
 
 
(3) Level of Care: The resident’s care level assignment: (This may be a provisional judgement for initial 
admissions, private pay residents or residents with a pending determination for a change in level of care). 
 

(01) ISN - Intense Skilled Nursing.  ISN is defined as care for residents whose health requires 
specific, complex interventions.  Services and procedures may be identified as complex because of the 
resident's condition, the type of procedure, or the number of procedures utilized. 
 

(02) SNF - Skilled Nursing Care. SNF is defined as continuous nursing care which requires 
substantial nursing knowledge and skill based on the assessment, observation and supervision of the 
physical, emotional, social and restorative needs of the resident by, or supervised by, a registered nurse 
who is under general medical direction. 
 

(03 ICF - Intermediate Care.  ICF 1 is defined as professional, general nursing care including 
physical, emotional, social and restorative services which are required to maintain the stability of 
residents with long-term illness or disabilities.  A registered nurse shall be responsible for nursing 
administration and direction. 
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(04) ICF - 2 Limited Care.  ICF 2 is defined as simple nursing care procedures required by 
residents with long-term illnesses or disabilities in order to maintain stability.  Limited nursing care can 
be provided safely only by or under the supervision of a person no less skilled than a licensed practical 
nurse and who serves under the direction of a registered nurse. 
 

(05) ICF - 3 Personal Care. ICF 3 is defined as personal assistance, supervision and protection for 
individuals who do not need nursing care, but do need periodic medical services, the consultation of a 
registered nurse, or periodic observation and consultation for physical, emotional, social or restorative 
needs. 
 

(06) ICF - 4 Residential Care.  ICF 4 is defined as care for individuals who, in the opinion of a 
licensed physician, have social service and activity therapy needs because of disability.  Residents 
needing such care must be supervised by a licensed nurse seven days a week on the day shift, and there 
must be registered nurse consultation four hours per week. 
 

(07) DD 1A Care Level.  DD 1A care level is defined as all developmentally disabled residents 
who require active treatment whose health status is fragile, unstable or relatively unstable. 
 

(08) DD 1B Care Level.  DD 1B care level is defined as all developmentally disabled residents 
who require active treatment, considerable guidance and supervision, and who persistently or frequently 
exhibit behaviors directed toward self or others which may be dangerous to health or welfare. 
 

(09) DD 2 Care Level.  DD 2 care level is defined as moderately retarded adults requiring active 
treatment with an emphasis on skills training. 
 

(10) DD 3 Care Level.  DD 3 care level is defined as mildly retarded adults requiring active 
treatment with an emphasis on refinement of social skills and attainment of domestic and vocational 
skills. 
 

(11) Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).  Resident, in the age group of 15-64 years, who has incurred a 
recent closed or open head injury with or without injury to other body regions.  The provider has obtained 
prior authorization from the Wisconsin Bureau of Health Care Financing for continued stay in the 
designated traumatic brain injury program. 
 

(12) Ventilator Dependent.  Resident who is dependent on a ventilator for 6 or more hours per 
day for his or her respiratory condition.  The provider has obtained prior authorization from the 
Wisconsin Bureau of Health Care Financing for payment of the special rate for ventilator dependency. 
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