
 
 

SHORT TERM ASSESSMENT 
PROGRAM (STAP) 

The Short Term Assessment Program is 

designed to meet the unique needs of 

children and adolescents with mild to 

profound mental retardation combined with 

significant behavioral challenges and/or 

psychiatric needs. However, adults may also 

be offered services in this program. The 

STAP assessment team provides detailed 

comprehensive assessment of the 

individual’s current status, responds to 

referral questions and provides 

recommendations for supporting the 

individual in his/her community living setting. 
 
Admissions are determined following 

screening by STAP staff and approved by the 

Central Wisconsin Center Administrative 

Committee. The length of stay is 5-28 days. 

STAP Behavioral/Psychiatric 
Assessment 

Individuals receiving services in this program 

typically present significant behavioral 

challenges, such as self-injurious behavior 

(SIB), aggressive and destructive behaviors. 

Assessments include identification of the 

behavior function, desirable behaviors that 

might replace the challenging behavior as well 

as general intervention and support 

recommendations. Assessments of psychiatric 

issues are provided, treatment interventions 

are recommended, and in some cases, 

adjustments of current medications may be 

recommended and initiated. This program is 

not designed to manage individuals who 

present significant elopement or suicide risks 

or those who present serious risk for 

ingestion of inedible items. 

STAP Assessment Services Available 

Medical/Nursing/Pharmaceutical/Dental 

Dietary/Communications/Audiology 

Behavioral/Psychological/Psychiatric 

Physical/Occupational/Music Therapy 

Adaptive Physical/Vocational/Education 

Therapeutic Recreation/Family Services 

Referrals/Cost to County 
Requests for STAP evaluations should be 
directed through your county Case Manager. 
Under ss.51.437(4rm)(c)2m, the county 
Department of Human Services will be billed 
the non-federal share for services provided to 
individuals under ss.51.06(1m)(d) who are 
eligible for Medicaid. 

Direct Inquiries about Short Term 
Assessment Program (STAP) 

STAP Coordinator 
Joe Stoffels   608/301-9244 
joseph.stoffels@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 
STAP Social Worker 
Theresa Wright   608/301-9233 
theresa.wright@dhs.wisconsin.gov P-20526B (10/2008) 


