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What is Wisconsin PHIN?
The Wisconsin Public Health 

Information Network is a secure, 
online network from the Wisconsin 
Department of Health and Family 

Services for integrating the 
information resources of the public 
health system and all public health 

partners.
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Wisconsin PHIN…
• Expands the vision of the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) national PHIN.

• Allows public health practitioners to securely 
contribute, retrieve, analyze and visualize public health 
data.

• Supports the entire spectrum of public health through:
– Disease detection and monitoring 
– Data analysis 
– Secure network communications 
– Emergency alert and response 
– Knowledge management 
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What is PHIN AVR?
• The analysis, visualization, and reporting (AVR) 

component of the Wisconsin PHIN.

• A “toolkit” allowing public health professionals to 
securely examine and analyze public health 
data.

• A mechanism to electronically generate reports -
including tables, graphs, and maps – and make 
them available to public health professionals.
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What are the PHIN AVR Tools?

• SAS Enterprise Business Intelligence 
Server (SAS EBIS).

• ESRI ArcGIS Server (AGS), ArcSDE, 
ArcInfo, Spatial Analyst.

• CDC’s Early Aberration Reporting System 
(EARS). 
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Who Can Use PHIN AVR?
• Members of the “Public Health Community” (not the 

public).

• Registered PHIN/Health Alert Network (HAN) users.

• Granted access to data by Data Stewards.

• May require a Data Confidentiality / Use Agreement.

• Granted access to PHIN AVR.
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What’s the Current Status?
• In Development / Test:

– 9 Projects
– 13 Data Sets
– 45 User Accounts

• In Production:
– CDC Mortality (now)
– Wisconsin Interactive Statistics on Health (WISH) – 5/1
– Wisconsin Poison Control Center/ToxiTrack – 5/1
– SPHERE Aggregate Birth Report* – 5/8

* Example
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Example - SPHERE Report
• A local public health department staff person.

• Who has been granted access to the Secure 
Public Health Electronic Environment (SPHERE) 
System.

• And, has the “Birth Record Review Staff” Role.

• Even then, can only access Aggregate Birth 
Report for their jurisdiction.
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From SPHERE
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PHIN AVR Login
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PHIN AVR Portal Home
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SPHERE Tab
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The Training Manual
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The Report
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Set Date Range
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Reminder
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Age Tab Results
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Other Tabs
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Custom Tab
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SPHERE Aggregate Birth 
Report Training Reminder

• Announcement sent to all Local Health Officers, 
SPHERE Local Org Administrators (LOA's), and 
Regional Office Directors.

• Training scheduled for May 8th and May 10th.

• Training will show how to navigate the system 
and access all the functionality.

• Training will be available from archive to view 
later.
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Thanks to…
Susan Kratz - SPHERE State Administrator

WI Division of Public Health - Northeastern Regional Office

Linda Spaans Esten, R.D., M.S.
WI Division of Public Health - Bureau of Community Health 

Promotion

Yvonne S. Eide, RN, MS - Public Health Nurse Consultant
– WI Division of Public Health - Southern Regional Office

Local Public Health staff for input & feedback

PHIN Staff at UW-DoIT
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If you have additional 
questions…

Terry Hiltz, PHIN AVR/IDR Manager
hiltzta@dhfs.state.wi.us

James Grant, PHIN Program Director
grantjd@dhfs.state.wi.us


